
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING                         MARCH 11, 2025 
                 OFFICIAL MINUTES 

 

The Le Grand City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at 6:00 PM at the Monet Center with Mayor, Jodi L 

Abrahams, presiding. Public Attendance: 3 citizens. 

Roll Call:  Jodi L Abrahams, Judy Cecak, Todd Parrish, Lou Ann Cooling, Don Weitzell. Troy Underhill entered the meeting at 6:19 

PM. Also attending: KyLee Stone- City Clerk/Treasurer, Rod Fehrmann- Public Works Director, Andrew Lynn-Public Works, Brad 

Mauseth-Fire Chief, Stacia Foster- Library Director.  

Approval of Agenda: L Cooling motioned to approve the agenda. Seconded by J Cecak. Roll Call: 4-0. Carried. 

Consent Agenda: T Parrish motioned to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by D Weitzell. Roll Call: 4-0. Carried. Consent 

Agenda Contained: A. February 11, 2025 Regular Council Meeting Minutes. B. February 25, 2025 Special Meeting Minutes. C. 

February 2025 Financials. D. March 2025 Claims for Payment. E. 2025 Statement of Agreement between Le Grand Community 

Center and Marshalltown Area United Way- Le Grand Enrichment and Arts Program.  

No comments made during Citizens Forum.  

Committee Reports: Water/ Wastewater: Public Works Director gave the report. Nothing to report.  

RUT: Public Works Director gave the report. Snow plowing has been happening and Public Works have been locating potholes to fill 

once the weather warms up. Mayor questioned R Fehrmann regarding the handicap parking and parking lot lines at the post office. R 

Fehrmann stated that it has to be a certain temperature and that the parking lot will be done at the same time as street markings.  

Library: Library Director gave the report. February Door count 727, with 221 checkouts and 191 eBooks checked out this year. There 

is a community soup luncheon on March 12 at 11 AM.  

Parks & Rec: Luke Wilson, Parks & Rec Board Member gave the report. Easter event will be April 12th with a Pancake Breakfast 

from 8:30 to 10 AM and an Easter Egg hunt at 9:30 AM. Parks & Rec has the pricing for a new fridge for the Community Center with 

the best option being similar to what is in the kitchen now. Pricing will be provided for approval. Park project has started, with one 

dead tree being removed as well. The quote for removing the second dead tree is $1,500.00. D Weitzell questioned who removed the 

tree. L Wilson stated that Top Notch took down the first tree. L Cooling questioned what can be done for temporary trash cans. L 

Wilson stated that the cans could be brought up to the park and chained temporarily, and that they will work with Public Works on it. 

L Wilson stated that Top Notch filled in holes to the best of their ability. R Fehrmann stated that Public Works can fill any remaining 

holes. D Weitzell questioned if the Parks & Rec have any plans for Waterworks Park. L Wilson stated that it had been discussed, and 

that there were some benches and trash cans, as well as the possibility for a smaller playground setup. L Wilson stated that there is 

potential for some trees to be planted as well.  

Fire: Fire Chief gave the report. 2 calls for the month of February. The Fire Department will be holding a Pancake Breakfast 

fundraiser April 26 from 7:30 to 10 AM.  

EMS: Fire Chief gave the report. 13 calls for the month of February.  

Clerk: City Clerk gave the report. There is a special meeting for property tax levy on April 1 at 6 PM, and any changes to the budget 

need to be completed by April 30. 

Mayor read the third reading of Ordinance 253, An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances for the City of Le Grand, Iowa, by 

Amending Provisions Pertaining to Water Administration Fees. Water deposits for new customers will increase to $75.00. J Cecak 

motioned to approve the third reading of Ordinance 253. Seconded by L Cooling. Roll Call: Weitzell-Y, Parrish-Y, Cecak-Y, Cooling-

Y. Absent: Underhill. 4-1. Carried. D Weitzell motioned to adopt Ordinance 253. Seconded by T Parrish. Roll Call: Cecak-Y, 

Cooling-Y, Weitzell-Y, Parrish-Y. Absent: Underhill. 4-1. Carried. 

Mayor read the third reading of Ordinance 254, An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances for the City of Le Grand, Iowa, by 

Amending Provisions Pertaining to Sewer Administration Fees. Sewer deposits for new customers will increase to $75.00. T Parrish 

motioned to approve the third reading of Ordinance 254. Seconded by D Weitzell. Roll Call: Cecak-Y, Weitzell-Y, Cooling-Y. 

Parrish-Y. Absent: T Underhill. 4-1. Carried. L Cooling motioned to adopt Ordinance 254. Seconded by J Cecak. Roll Call: Parrish-Y, 

Weitzell-Y, Cecak-Y, Cooling-Y. Absent: Underhill. 4-1. Carried. 

Mayor opened the discussion on FY26 Water and Sewer rates. Mayor stated that the clerk was instructed to look into the possibility of 

lowering rates would be. Clerk stated that water is profiting, and figured what the rates would be if they were raised or lowered with 

the percentages of wages. Clerk stated that she estimated the annual revenue projection with estimated expenses and that water would 

potentially profit approximately $16,000.00 with not raising rates. D Weitzell questioned if the changes are for FY26. Clerk stated that 

yes, the rates would be for FY26, and rates would be the same that they currently are. Residential rates would be $9.72 for base rate 

and per thousand would be $11.63. K Stone stated that sewer could be up for discussion at another time, with the clerk bringing Profit 

and Loss statements quarterly to review. L Cooling stated she believed citizens would be in agreeance with a decrease or freeze.  D 

Weitzell stated after reviewing what is in water reserves for FY23, 24 and 25, it would be possible.  Mayor stated that she believed 

that sewer rates could possibly be reduced for at least two years and still be able to complete some lining projects and maintaining the 

lagoon. D Weitzell stated that sewer profit margin is sitting quite well. T Parrish questioned if the increase for FY26, but then no 

increase for FY27 and FY28. Mayor clarified that the proposal is to not increase rates for FY26 and the advantage is that the project is 

funded by a GO bond. The loan can be paid with a combination of Water Revenue, General Fund and LOSST, with the first year 

potentially being heavy from General Fund and LOSST. Mayor stated that with a GO Bond, council can choose how to pay the loan 

payment, with potentially adding in more from Water. T Parrish stated that council is not sure what the loan payment will be. L 

Wilson stated that the loan payment amount is not set, but voiced concerns on the effects of not approving a rate increase for FY26. 

Mayor stated that she had the clerk reach out to Tim Oswold with Piper Sandler to ensure that not increasing rates would not affect 

any qualifying stipulations, which it would not. L Wilson stated that he believes the qualifying stipulations should be clarified again. 

Mayor instructed the clerk to reach out to Tim Oswold and check once more to verify.  
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Mayor tabled the third reading of Ordinance 255, An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances for the City of Le Grand, Iowa, by 

Amending Provisions Pertaining to Water Service Rates.  

Mayor tabled the third reading of Ordinance 256, An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances for the City of Le Grand, Iowa, by 

Amending Provisions Pertaining to Sewer Service Rates.  

Mayor read the first reading of Ordinance 257, An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances for the City of Le Grand, Iowa, by 

Amending Provisions Pertaining to Solid Waste Licensing. The purpose of the ordinance is to increase Sanitation Permit fees from 

$25.00 to $75.00. J Cecak motioned to approve the first reading of Ordinance 257. Seconded by T Parrish. Roll Call: Underhill-Y, 

Cooling-Y, Cecak-Y, Parrish-Y, Weitzell-Y. 5-0. Carried.  

L Wilson, CGA Project Manager, gave the update on the 23-WD-0053 Water Distribution project. Contracts have been put together 

and sent to JQ Construction. Bonding should take a couple of weeks and once the contracts are received, they will be sent to the City.  

L Wilson stated that contracts will be back on April council meeting, Mayor questioned if there were any hiccups or issues. L Wilson 

stated that there wasn’t any issues and that the contract needs to be signed so Dorsey and Whitney can issue their legal opinion that 

everything was done correctly. Project is supposed to be done by September 1.  Mayor questioned how paperwork is going. L Wilson 

stated that the construction application is almost completed. 

D Weitzell motioned to approve Resolution No 20-2025, A Resolution Approving Acceptance of Engineering Invoice #502906 in the 

amount of $1,437.80 for the 23-WD-0053 Le Grand Water Main System Improvements Project by Clapsaddle-Garber Associate 

(CGA) of Marshalltown, Iowa for the City of Le Grand, Iowa. Seconded by T Underhill. Roll Call: 5-0. Carried.  

L Wilson, Parks & Rec Board Member, gave the update on the 2025 Playground Update project. L Wilson stated that CAT grant has 

been awarded and the contract is on the agenda. Any cost incurred as of January 17, 2025 can be submitted for reimbursement. IEDA 

requests a final report when the project has been completed. L Cooling motioned to approve Resolution No 21-2025, A Resolution 

Approving the Iowa Economic Development Authority- Community Attraction and Tourism (CAT) Agreement for the Le Grand Park 

Improvement Project. Seconded by T Underhill. Roll Call: 5-0. Carried. J Cecak motioned to approve Resolution No 22-2025, A 

Resolution Approving Acceptance of Engineering Invoice #502907 in the amount of $3,000.00 for the 25-DS-0069 Le Grand 

Pickleball Courts by Clapsaddle-Garber Associate (CGA) of Marshalltown, Iowa for the City of Le Grand, Iowa. Seconded by L 

Cooling. Roll Call: 5-0. Carried.  

Marshall County Sherriff’s Office Deputy Paige entered the meeting at 6:32 PM and gave the report. 46 documented business checks, 

70 miscellaneous patrol sessions, 4 park checks, 1 council meeting, 4 school checks, 1 school traffic, 3 traffic stops, 4 calls for service. 

Mayor read Resolution No 23-2025, A Resolution to Memorialize and Clarify the Transaction as to Parcel B Located at 505 West 

Main St, Le Grand, Iowa. T Parrish motioned to approve Resolution No 23-2025. Seconded by J Cecak. Roll Call: 5-0. Carried.  

Mayor read Resolution No 24-2025, A Resolution Fixing a Date for the Public Hearing to Set the Proposed Tax Levy Rate for the City 

of Le Grand, Iowa for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2026. The resolution set the hearing for April 1, 2025 at 6:00 PM at the Monet 

Center. Notice will be published March 17, 2025. L Cooling questioned the dates listed. Mayor clarified that the meeting cannot be 

held prior to March 20 D Weitzell motioned to approve Resolution No 24-2025. Seconded by T Parrish. Roll Call: 5-0. Carried. 

Mayor read Resolution No 25-2025, A Resolution Providing for Notice of Hearing on Proposed Amendment to the Revitalization Plan 

for the Le Grand Urban Revitalization Area. The resolution set the hearing date for April 8, 2025 council meeting.  Mayor stated that 

changes were made in 2023 to the Urban Revitalization Plan at the state level, and due to turnover, the changes were missed in City 

Hall. Mayor stated that the changes were that any abatement must still pay school taxes on the first $75,000.00 of the assessed value 

and the abatement can be 100% of the first $75,000.00 assessed valuation. Mayor stated that Dorsey and Whitney sent paperwork for a 

five year plan due to state code. Mayor stated that a 5 year plan at $75,000.00 cap is still less than the current 100% for 3 years, but it 

still gives taxpayers a break. Clerk stated that she is waiting to hear back if a 3 year plan is possible. Mayor stated main structure of 

the plan hasn’t changed. T Parrish questioned if it would be applicable to new applications. Mayor stated that according to the county, 

anything applied for February 1, 2025 would be covered under the old plan except for school tax. J Cecak motioned to approve 

Resolution No 25-2025. Seconded by L Cooling. Roll Call: 5-0. Carried.  

Mayor read Resolution No 26-2025, A Resolution Approving the City of Le Grand, Iowa Federal Motor Carrier Administration 

Substance Abuse-Drug and Alcohol Policy. Clerk read the resolution. Public Works clarified that the policy is what is in the 

handbook. Mayor clarified that testing will be done through UnityPoint in Grinnell. Mayor stated that another policy will be supplied 

for pre-employment. Public Works stated that the first line should be changed to “controlled substance or alcohol in any city owned 

property, buildings and worksites.” T Parrish questioned if the policy presented is the current city policy. Public Works stated that it is 

directly out of the handbook. T Parrish questioned who is the City. Council is in agreeance that “the city” should be council and 

mayor. Mayor stated that the policy should reference the Federal Motor Carrier. J Cecak motioned to approve Resolution No 26-2025 

with the addition “controlled substance or alcohol in city property, buildings or worksites”. Seconded by L Cooling. Roll Call: 5-0. 

Carried.  

Mayor opened the discussion regarding Agenda Formats. Mayor stated that this is apply the change of requiring a motion and second 

to end a council meeting and change the title “Committee Reports” to “Department Reports”. Council was in agreement with the 

changes. J Cecak motioned to approve the changes to the Agenda Format. Seconded by D Weitzell. Roll Call: 5-0. Carried.  

Clerk presented regarding the Spring 2025 IMFOA Conference. Clerk stated that she is unable to attend due to family obligations, and 

Deputy Clerk would have to leave early on Thursday due to family obligations as well. Council was in agreement of Clerk and Deputy 

Clerk not attending the Spring Conference.  

Mayor opened the discussion regarding Security Cameras for City Hall. Mayor stated that both the Amazon cameras and the BDH 

quote were included. BDH quote included interior cameras, which were optional and that the cameras back up 30 days of footage at a 
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time. BDH is access controlled. Mayor stated regardless of if decision is made, cameras would not be installed until policies are put in 

place regarding access and where the cameras will be. T Parrish questioned if BDH allows access to more than one person. Mayor 

stated that yes it would and the policies would state who is to have access. J Cecak questioned if the cameras would be able to provide 

the clerks with knowing who would be at the back door. Mayor stated yes there would be live feed. T Underhill questioned if there 

was any monthly fees associated with the BDH. Mayor stated that she believes it is included in the monthly contract with BDH. D 

Weitzell questioned if there would be any access on a cell phone. T Underhill questioned what fees would be and if there would be the 

ability to review footage. D Weitzell stated that the cameras should be clear enough to read a license plate. Clerk stated that the 

cameras found on amazon have storage as well. Mayor questioned if the storage was cloud based. Clerk stated she believed so. Mayor 

stated that all the wiring is already set for BDH cameras. T Parrish questioned if camera services is included in the monthly bill from 

BDH. Public Works stated that the city already owns all the data equipment needed, and the city would purchase the cameras as well 

so it should be included. Mayor stated that all that is shown on the quote is hardware and installation. T Underhill questioned if the 

cameras are just for the exterior or the interior. Mayor stated that the current discussion is for exterior only. T Underhill stated that the 

BDH does not allow for cellular access to the video stream. Mayor stated that the quote is accurate, and will reach out to BDH for 

more clarification. After discussion had concluded, the item was tabled until the April council meeting.  

Mayor gave the mayor’s report. There is a mayor meeting in Albion March 15, 2025. Pat Hemming, Albion Mayor, has arranged for 

two local representatives to attend the meeting to answer questions regarding the state legislature for property taxes, with the meeting 

beginning at 9 AM. The meeting will open to the public at 10 AM.  

L Cooling motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by J Cecak. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:18 PM. 

Respectfully submitted by KyLee Stone, City Clerk/Treasurer. Minutes published prior to approval.  

Claims:  

MARCH 2025 CLAIMS REPORT 

VENDOR REFERENCE AMOUNT 

ALLIANT ENERGY/IPL             SEWER - UTILITIES                 $276.32 

ALLIANT ENERGY/IPL             MULTI DEPT - UTILITIES            $3,380.94 
AMAZON CAPITAL 
SERVICES        MULTI DEPT - SUPPLIES             $289.21 

AWWA                           WATER - DUES                      $95.00 
ARNOLD MOTOR 
SUPPLY, INC       FIRE- VEHICLE OP/MAINT            $14.42 

B3 TECHNOLOGIES                LIBRARY GIFT - TECHNOLOGY         $38.00 

BDH TECHNOLOGY                 MULTI DEPT - TECHNOLOGY           $353.00 
CLAPSADDLE-GARBER 
ASSOC        

PARKS CAPITAL -
PLAYGROUND PRJT    $4,437.80 

COLUMN SOFTWARE 
PBC            

CLERK- PUBLICATION 
22525MINS      $91.05 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $3,016.59 

HACH COMPANY                   WATER - TESTING                   $281.05 

IAMU                           
WATER - ANNUAL DUES 25-

26         $786.00 

IMFOA                          CLERK - DUES 25-26                $100.00 
IOWA DEPT OF 
REVENUE           WATER - FEB 2025 WET TAX          $913.37 

IPERS                          IPERS REGULAR                     $2,386.46 

IRUA                           
WATER - OTHER CONTRACT 

SERVICE    $4,238.44 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           FIRE - VEHICLE MAINT              $27.98 

KB EXCAVATING                  
WATER = Cap OUTLAY 

UTILITES       $840.00 

LE GRAND SANITATION            MULTI DEPT GARBAGE                $90.00 

LYNCH DALLAS, P.C              ATTORNEY FEES                     $577.50 
MARSHALL CO CLERK 
OF COUR      

GENERAL - OVERPAY 
CORRECTION      $16.80 

MARSHALL COUNTY 
SHERIFF        QTR 4 SHERIFF FEES                $6,617.50 

MEDIACOM                       
LIBRARY - 

PHONE/COMMUNICATION     $182.81 

MEDIACOM                       
MULTI DEPT PHONE/ 

COMMUNICATIO    $337.36 

MEDIACOM                       
FIRE - 

PHONE/COMMUNICATION        $177.97 

MENARDS                        MULTI DEPT - SUPPLIES             $79.58 
MICROBAC 
LABORATORIES INC      MULTI DEPT TESTING                $63.50 

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY. INC          WATER - METERS                    $2,386.00 
REGION 6 RESOURCE 
PARTNERS     CLERK - ANNUAL DUES 2026          $452.50 
SCHENDEL PEST 
CONTROL          

COMM CENTER - PEST 
CONTROL        $41.26 

SERVICEMASTER OF 
MARSHALLTOWN  COMM CENTER - CLEANING            $1,100.00 

THE FIRE STORE                 FIRE - VEHICLE OP/MAINTG          $432.01 

TIMES REPUBLICAN               CLERK - PUBLICATIONS              $661.20 
UNITED BENEFIT 
SOCIETY INC     FIRE - DUES                       $8.10 

UNITY POINT CLINIC             DRUG TESTING                      $42.00 
UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE   UTILITY BILLING POSTAGE           $154.00 

VERIZON                        
MULTI DEPT - 

PHONE/COMMUNICATI    $162.96 

VISA CREDIT CARD               CLERK- POSTAGE                    $38.72 

WEX BANK                       
MULTI DEPT - VEHICLE 

OP/MAINT     $210.82 

Z LINE LTD                     FIRE - VEHICLE OP/MAINT           $1,355.99 

Accounts Payable Total           $36,754.21 
   

600 WATER                             $39.91 

610 SEWER                             $33.23 

                               Refund Checks Total               $73.14 

   

Payroll Checks                      $13,708.74 

***** REPORT TOTAL 
*****         $50,536.09 
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EXPENSES 2/12/2025 - 
03/11/2025  

001 GENERAL                         $20,848.80 

110 ROAD USE TAX                    $5,594.97 

124 CAPITAL RESERVE                 $3,000.00 

169 LIBRARY GIFT                    $38.00 

600 WATER                           $15,133.36 

601 2023 WATER MAIN PROJECT         $1,437.80 

610 SEWER                           $4,483.16 

 TOTAL FUNDS $50,536.09 

   

   

 

REVENUE 2/01/2025 - 
2/28/2025  

001 GENERAL                         $4,474.20 

110 ROAD USE TAX                    $9,432.66 

112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS               $128.78 

121 LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX $7,533.71 

124 CAPITAL RESERVE $41,486.23 

600 WATER                           $22,513.62 

602 CDBG 2023 WATER PROJECT         $2,452.00 

610 SEWER                           $28,350.76 

613 SEWER SINKING  $8,413.34 

 TOTAL FUNDS                     $124,785.30 

   

   

 


